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DeEl.r ~3i rs, 

I am very much against sustaina1')ili ty certific8tion for 
most Hxisting properties for the followine; reasons: 

1. 	 People buying houses (other than being influenced by price) 
look first of all at location (near schools? shops? 
public transport? grandma?) and the size and per,c:onal 
apPdal of the property. I am convinced thnt pcople 
interested in sustainability (18m) will look at the 
above a.spects first, then buy and iro.prove the one near t.he 
pIJ,rk and the rrl,ilvlay st8tion r8,ther than the sustainable 
one on the edge of civilizution. 

2. 	 It \Iwuld be a useless cl,ne} unkind extra to foist payments 
for sust[1inability certification on vendors of old houses 
vlhich these days Etre normally torn down or undergo 
extensive renovations within a year or two of changing hands. 
fbe people living in elderly weatherboards are very often 
also eJ.derly. 'iihen they sell it if) usu:),lly becan.se of 
m,~linLenculce iSI':ltleS or the need to peW fo aged care. :B'or 
lHost pHople vlho nre no longer in Lhe vwrk·-force f-;very cent 
counts, ;:=:0 it \'Tould be very up:::>ettine, to pay unrecover!?l,ble 
mone~r--,on a propertyv!liich if) c1.1Hlost to i-I;;:: tH.o;e' by ~ce 
l,J,'lJ l. __ '-Jn~"c'I,) I.) L,'1 U PI,~~cJ+-o-'(:.;,ol_ ,-' c 	. v _ ,J u~ ~l'S )......1 r.!·rlen+1: __ v on __ J' +­u , 	 -\I,'.l.'.I.ich_ C','I.'.(1 ~... be

cte() to sell for 18)]clfvnlue. 

3. 	 ;3ncd;[tina.bil1ity is every bit ns much'3bout h.ov! one lives p.s 
about the house itself. The young person who thinks it 
is [lice to do h.ousevwrk in '('linter in a sundress in a fully 
centrally heated house (I know someone who doss) is 
prob bly doing more i1C1.rm to the environment than I ('!Ill 

with drs.ught Eftoppers D.gr:1inst t.he ooors and my little 
radiator dravling 1500 watts just \Ilhile I am in the room. 
(My old tlJirtee:n squa.re houoe lends itEJelf very' 1'lell to 
hecl,ting only single rooms beccJ1).se it is vW{Jderfully full 
of DOORS, D.nd h,Ctc) far less acrea.ge than )llOre modern hOHtes. ) 
l~ven vlithout a tVlin~flush toilet we bave mostly kept to the 
155 litre a day water target through judicious saving 
of v}ashing '[nac.hine and shower water. 

4. 	 A hm.we YCl,teo. highly for sustsL nabiIity may not stay that 
\YeW. If a large house is built next door or neighbours 
plant Sh<'ldy trees, s1m-catal ,ing windows may not do this 
any more. I have previous experience of living in an 
exceptionally well insulated ho~se which did not catch 
muc.h sun. }I'or much of the year this house v78.S disasterously 
cold in the cl.n.ytime if no her:l.ting 'lWEi being uf)ecL 11' [le 
fifty year old weatherbo8rd I live in now ~hich has only 
ceiJ.ing inc,lllation : ctun.lly Vl rm[-) up hen tJw fTU:O if} out. 
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In view of the egoing my opinion is thnt legisl tin~ for 
(i.tory Sllst:::lirW.bUity certii"ic8.tioll for eXifd;ing Iloilles s:wuld 

:not occur. 

'llbere is ('In ,::I.r{i::Lllnent for this certification for {levi haines 
ere buyers are comparing otherwise uilililar properti1c;s and 

for older homes when they undergo major renovations [md/or 
clddj_tions(scW when $100,000 or more is being spent on the 
ch,'l.nc;es) because theEw iwme,g arf) unlilTely to be d (;)110 Ii shed 
for socne years, but for older homes gener8.11y, compulsory 
certification viQuld be an urmecesbary nuifl c1.nce and expense 
for the vendor, would be 1mlikely to influence the buyer and 
there I':ould be no environmental vf:llue because these homes 
v'JOuld be unlike] y to continue in their original stste. 

iours f thfully, 

alf~~!-------. 
AUDRbY SAID 


