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Manager, MCE Secretariat,
 
Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources,
 
GPO Box 9839
 
Canberra ACT 2601
 

By e-mail to: MCEMarketReform@industry.gov.au 

Com m ent on 2006 Legislative Package: Consum er Advocacy 
Arrangem ents 

TheAlternativeTechnology Association(ATA)we
lcom
estheopportunity toprovidecommentonthe2006

Legislati
ve
Packageœ ConsumerAdvocacy Arrangements.

ATAisanot-for-profi
torganisationestablishedin1980topromotetheuptakeofsustainabletechnologiesin 

ordertoprotectourenvironment. Theorganisationprovidesservicetoover3000members,whoareactively

promotingsustainability intheirownhomesby usinggoodbuilding
 design
 and
 implementingwaterconservation

andrenewableenergy technologies. ATAadvocatesinboththegovernmentand
 industry arenaforeaseof

accessandcontinual
improvementofthesetechnologies,aswellastheproductionandpromotionof

information
 and
 productsn
eededtochange
 theway welive.

Definition of Sm allto M edium Consum ers
­
ATAwelcomest
he
 initiativetolimitconsumeradvocacy fundingtosmalltomedium consumersintheNEM.

However,wearealarmedatthedefinedconsumptionlevelgiventoseparatelargefrom medium consumers.

The
 2006LegislativePackagedefinessmalltomedium consumersasthoseusinglessthan4GWhofelectricity 

or100
TJofgasperannum. Theseappearsignific
antl
y greaterthangenerally acceptedlevelscommonly usedby

theelectricity industry. 

TheEssentialServicesCommissionofVictoriadefineslargeelectricity customersasthose—whoseaggregate

consumptionfrom asupp
ly 
 pointhasbeenor,inthecaseofanewsupply point,hascontractedtobemorethan

160megawa
tthoursinany yearcommencingonorafter1 January 1997“.1 Thisle
 vel
is2
5
 tim
esle
 ss
 thanthe

cut-offpointproposedby theLegislativePackage. Further,Victorianindustry distributiontariffreportsfor2007

universally adoptan
 annualconsumptionof400MWhasthe
 dem
arcationpointbetweenmedium andlarge

consumers,a
 figure
still10timeslessthanthatproposedfortheAdvocacy Panel.

Customerswithanannualelectricity consumptionintheorderof4000MWhwouldbefacingbillsintheordero f

$300,000+
 perannum,be
 actively
 negotiatingcontactswithelectricity retailersanddistributors,andcouldbe 

expectedtohave
the
 resourcest
orepresentthem
selvest
o
the
 industry,
 regulatorsandintheNationalElectricity

Marketreform process. 

1 Defined in the ESC Electricity Retail Licence - Energy Brix Australia Corporation Pty Ltd, Feb 2006 
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ATAbelievesthatthedefinitionofsmalltomedium usersproposedby theStandingCommitteeofOfficialsinthe

2006
 Legislative
PackagesetsthelimitforaccesstolimitedAdvocacy Panelfundsfartoohigh,potentially

disadvantagingthevery consumerstheAdvocacy Panelwasestablishedtoprotectby divertingfundstoend-

usersadequately resourcedandcapableofrepresentingthemselves. 

Further Contact
­
ATAwouldwelcometheopportunity todiscussany aspectofthissubmission. 
Please
directany questionsor 

furthercorrespondencetoBradShone,Energy Policy Manager,on9631 5406orBrad.Shone@ata.org.au

Yourssincerely,

BradShone 

Energy Policy Manager 

ATA

Promoting Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation since 1980 

Level 1, 39 Little Collins St, Melbourne 3000 T 03 9639 1500 F 03 9639 5814 

www.ata.org.au 


